E the People of the States
of New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts,
¥V V¥ Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plan-
tations, Connedicut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penn-
fylvania,—Pelaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carc
lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, .do ordain, declare
and eftablifh the following Conftitution for the Govern-
ment of Ourfelves and our Pofterity.

. AR TiIcCILE I
, Thc ftile of this Government fhall be, * The United States of America.”

The Government fhall confilt of fupreme legiflative, executive and judicial
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; ~ 8«2 1. The Members ofthe Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen eve-
, 1y fecond year, by the people of the feveral States comprehended within this
~ Union. The qualifications of the cle@ors fhall be the fame, from time to time,
as thofe of the elecors in the feveral States, of the moft numerous branch of
their own legiflatures.

Sedt. 2. Every Member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be of the age
of {wtrﬂy}:?v{ years at lealt; fhall have bren a citizen fn- the United States

for at lea years before his election; and fhali be, at the time of his e-
 lection, ﬁ% g} ﬁ;&?‘%n which he fhali be chofen
~ Sedl. 3. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, at its firlt formation, and until
the number of citizens and inhabitants fhall be taken in the manner hercin af-
~ter defcribed, confift of fixty-five Members, of whom threc fhall be chofen in
New-Hampfhire, eight in Maflachufetts, onc in Rhode Ifland and Providence
Mn\ion;, five in Conne&icut, fix in New-York, four in New-Jerfey, cight
in Pennfylvania, one in Delaware, fix in Maryland, ten in Virginia, five in
North-Carolina, five in South-Carolina, and three in Georgia.

_ 8cf1 4 As the proportions of numbers in the different States will alter from
time to time; as fome of the States may hereafter be divided; as others may
~ be enlarged by addition of territory ; as two or more Stat=s may be united; as
~ mew Scates will be erc@ted within the limits of the United States, the Legifla
ture thall, in ¢ dt%h cpseicnjativeg b she .
. sumber of inhabitants; according 16 ¢ oo
e of one for every forty thoufand. Fevecled Aar
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¢ Secl. 5. Al bills for raifing or appropriating foncy, and for fixing the fala-
| ries of the officers of government, thall originate in the Houfe of Reprdenia.
_ Jiives, and fhail ot be altered or amendpd by the Senate.  No woney Bhall be
 / drawn from the public Treafury, but in purfuance ot appropriations that fhail
originate in the Houfe of Reprefentstives.
8. 6. The Houle of Reprefentatives thall have the fole power of impeachs
ment. It thall choofe its Speaker and other officers,

© Sfl. 7. Vacances in the Houle of Repreicatatives fhall be fuppied by wita
of cleition from the exccutive authority of the State, in the repeeieatation from

Washington’s Own Copy of the Constitution (1787)

As President of the Constitutional Convention, Washington was an important figure in forging the basic frame-
work of our government. This printed draft of the Constitution as it was reported to the Committee on Detail
in August, 1787, was Washington’s personal copy. It shows corrections made in his large, firm handwriting.
At this stage of the drafting of the Constitution, the separate sovereignties of the States had not yet been
merged, in the thinking of the delegates, into the United States, as indicated by the opening sentence: “We
the People of the States of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, . . . etc.”
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